For more than three decades
gill & trawl nets have been killing
Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins
faster than they can breed.
They are now ten times less common
than their feathered compatriot, the kiwi.
Since the introduction of nylon filament nets in the
1970’s, Hector’s dolphin numbers have dropped
from around 30,000 to just over 7,000 today.
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Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins
are both the smallest and rarest
marine dolphins on earth.

They are also New Zealand’s only
endemic dolphin, which means that
New Zealand is their only home.

The situation is even worse for Maui’s dolphins,
a subspecies of Hector’s dolphins, which clings
on in a tiny population of less than 100 individuals
on the west coast of the North Island.
Because there are so few of them, Maui’s
dolphins can only cope with one death due to
human activities every 5-7 years.

With fewer than 25
breeding females,
Maui’s dolphins face
imminent extinction.

Each year some 23 Hector’s dolphins drown in
commercial gillnets off the east coast of the South
Island alone. The sustainable limit for this area
is about one dolphin per year.

At least two Maui’s
dolphins died in the
five months between
November 2011
and February 2012
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Several dolphins became entangled in nets
in areas that are left unprotected because
of industry lobbying - despite strong
words of warning from scientists and
conservationists. These cases represent
only the tip of the iceberg, as most dead
dolphins simply disappear overboard and
are never reported or discovered.

Wellington

Save a species! Ban gillnetting and trawling in Hector’s and Maui’s dolphin habitat.

Hector’s dolphins continue to decline because of insufficient
protection against fishing nets. Maui’s dolphins have now dropped
below 100 individuals and face imminent extinction.

Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins are a national
treasure, which New Zealand safeguards on
behalf of the world. China’s Yangtze River
dolphin was declared extinct in 2007 - the first
dolphin to be driven from our planet by human
activity. Now New Zealand, which prides itself
on its unspoilt environment, is on course to let
the first marine cetacean go extinct

Please protect New Zealand’s only endemic dolphin from gillnets
and trawling throughout their range, so this species is finally given
a chance to recover. This is important to me because:
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Unless things change, Hector’s &
Maui’s dolphins will become extinct.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Despite new protection
measures in 2008, there is no
indication that the number of dolphins
that die in nets has significantly declined.

Other risk factors such as pollution, boat
strikes, aquaculture, sand mining, oil and gas
exploration and other coastal developments
must also be managed to give this unique
species the best chance of recovery.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Hector’s and
Maui’s dolphin
numbers are
declining because
only a small part of
their range is protected.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Without the threat of gill and trawl nets Hector’s
dolphin numbers could grow to about 15,000
in just a few decades.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

They have a realistic chance of survival
only if their habitat is made safe.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Females can raise only a
few calves in their lifetime.
Even under ideal
circumstances, a
population of 100
dolphins can
only grow by
2 individuals
a year.
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Females start to breed
at age 7-9 years, and give
birth to one calf every
2-4 years.

Saving Hector’s and Maui’s
dolphins is a race against time.



Slow reproduction = slow recovery
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