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... are the smallest and rarest marine dolphins on

earth and New Zealand’s only native dolphin species.

Gillnets and trawl nets have decimated them almost
to the point of extinction.

Maui‘s and Hector's have declined for over three
decades because their protection is inadequate in

terms of the areas and the fishing methods it covers.

Females don‘t breed until they are aged 7-9 and only have
one calf every 2-4 years. This means they raise just a few
calfs during their lifetime. A population of 60 dolphins
therefore can only grow by one animal a year.

Maui‘s dolphins are not doomed to extinction. If human
induced mortality is removed, they can still bounce back!
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Hectors and Maui‘s dolphins inhabit coastal waters up to a
depth of 100 m (red). Because only a fraction of their home

is protected against harmful fishing methods
(green), their numbers continue to decline.

Saving Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins is a race
against time ...

Each year 23 Hector’s dolphins drown in commercial gillnets
off the east coast of the South Island alone. The sustainable
limit for this area is one death a year. But fishermen report less
than one percent of the dolphins they kill.

Current and newly proposed protection measures fall
significantly short of what is required to allow the dolphins
to recover. However without the threat of fishing, Hector's
dolphin numbers could grow to 15,000 in just a few decades.

www.hectorsdolphins.com

We need to act now and
turn the red sea green

Ban gillnetting and trawling across the
dolphin‘s habitat

The world's largest conservation assembly, the [UCN
World Conservation Congress recently urged the New

Zealand Government to expand the protection of Maui‘s
and Hector‘s dolphins against gillnetting and trawling
across their range to a depth of 100 m offshore. The
motion was adopted with 117 governmental and 459
NGO votes in favour. Only New Zealand voted against it.
Maui‘s and Hector‘s dolphins can‘t hang on much longer.
They need action now!

Unless things change, Hector‘s and Maui‘s
dolphins will become extinct.

The New Zealand Government has opened a public
consulation on new protection measures. This gives
everyone the opportunity to have their say about the
dolphins‘ protection.

Make your submission by sending the postcard to New
Zealand's Minister of Primary industries David Carter

today, to let him know that you want Hector‘s and
Maui‘s dolphins to be protected.

This leaflet was printed with the kind support of the children of the Waimauku School. « Photos: Andreas Maecker, Steve Dawson * © NABU International.
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Submission: Maui‘s dolphin Threat Management Plan
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